
Romance writer turns serious with

deaf character in teen book
By Judith Montminy
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UXBURY- Four years
ago, Leslie D. Guccione,

42, raised a few eye

brows in town because
she hung around the

Duxbury town pier every morning
•before dawn, talking to the harbor
master and the local fishermen. She

was not becoming a waterfront

groupie, Guccione said. She was try
ing to learn as much as she could by

. "just watching the guys."

As a result of her early morning
adventures, she has been able to in
clude realistic situations in the New
England-based romance stories she
writes for the Harlequin/Silhouette
Desire book series. Her books have
been translated into seven lan-
.guages,,and now her lead character

in" "Branigan's Touch" is featured as
Harlequin/Silhouette's man of the

.month for October, a new book-sales
rpromdtiort.' -: •■••■•

■ --Although she. has been successful,
as a romance -writer, all along .Guc-'

cjone has wanted to write serious fie-,
lion; The idea for her first hardcover-' ■'■
book,"Tell M'e How the.Wind^
Sounds," was-sparked..by. her explo- •
rations' at.the harborV The book is
scheduled for a November release
by Scholastic Books in New York.

It represents a breakthrough in
■Guccione's career, she said, and is
charting new ground in teen litera

ture, since one of the main charac
ters is deaf. ■'•■•■.-

"I wanted to write a,normal sto
ry," one in which th*e^'main character
"just happens to be deaf," Guccione
said. The story takes place on

Clark's Island and was.inspired by
Skip Bennett and Andrew/Stout of
Duxbury, Guccjone said. They were
the models for Jake Hackett, 16,
Guccione's character.

When Guccione watched Ben-

he was 18 months old. "I got to know
the Stouts, and Andrew was present.
I watched him, and I watched how
normal his life is," she said.

Stout helped Guccione learn sign
language. "She was stiff with her
hands at first," he said. But he ap-.
predated her willingness to take th'e'
time to learn. ''■'■'.■

nett>. 22i,;sheHfishing- on the mussel
flats, sne'ijvasjstruck by the solitary
nature of his'work. ■

The solitude ofish^llfishing, coup
led with the silence, of deafness,
seemed to be a perfect match. "I was

out. to Uyrite.' a really: gopd young.
adult'novel that had a'iittle bit of a
twist tq it,", she said.

She'jturned to Stout, 15, for help.
Stout became profoundly deaf as a
result ofa bout with meningitis when

Two-language format
Guccione devised a special for

mat to distinguish between the two

languages, in the book - English and
American Sign Language. "When
someone speaks, I have used tho

usual quotes," she said. "When
someone signs, the dialogue is print
ed in italics. If a character speaks
while signing, I have put the itali
cized word in quotes."

Suzanne Stout, Andrew's mother,:;
read the manuscript to make sure':
the descriptions of the signs were
correct. "I. was her technical advis,'
er," Suzanne Stout said. •• '■;•'.

. "She kept asking me about feel1'-
ings. Had she caught the feelings of •
the boy?" Stout said: The book "Is":
.TJTitten ftoini-hvp. perspectives - Uier:
boy's and that of Amanda'Xiden, l$r

. The most difficult, part to underv
stand "is that what a deaf child goes:
through is the same thing other kjds •'
go through," Stout said, terming AiV •
drew"s deafness not a handicap buj.^
an inconvenience. ';

In the book, Alden snaps at her:
parents, "He isn't handicapped. Her
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